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African coast, probably in the neighbourhood of Monastir,
a little north of al-Mahdiya.1 This last island had been
fixed beforehand as their meeting-place in case of dispersion
by weather. There, they stopped for nine days2 for the
soldiers to recuperate from the weariness and sickness of
a hard journey, and for the leaders to hold a council of
war and decide on the steps to be taken for immediate
action on the mainland.
Al-Mahdiya,3 invariably known in the French sources as
the city of Africa4 (cite d'Auffricque), was chosen as the
object of their offensive operations. This choice, it has
already been remarked,5 was made on account of the fact that
the town had become the chief stronghold of piratical bands
who made a habit of plundering Christian ships and raiding
the towns and villages on the coasts of Sardinia, Sicily and
Italy. Ibn Khaldun states in this connexion that the Bar-
bary corsairs seized many of the Christian inhabitants of
those regions and either sold them in the slave-markets of
Algeria and Tunisia or. received a heavy ransom for their
liberation.6 Another reason was perhaps that al-Mahdiya
had twice been the object of Christian attacks before that
time, and on both occasions it had succumbed to the arms of
the invaders. In 1087, it was occupied by a combined
force of the Genoese, Pisans and Normans of Sicily; and in
1148 it was again seized by the Normans and remained as
a Sicilian colony for twelve years before it was recovered
by the Almohad 'Abd al-Mu'min,7 If the town had thus
1 Cabaret d'OrviUe, 229 (seize tieues); Froissart, XIV, 158, (trente milks)*,
Juvenal des Ursins, 384. Gorgona is a little island in the Tuscan Sea,
Ogliastro another situated near the coast of Sardinia and Conigliera probably
the modern Kuriat, a fishing island, near the southern coast of the Gulf of
HammSmet east of Monastlr and north of Moknine in the kingdom of Tunis.
" 2 Cabaret d'Orville, 229; Froissart, XIV, 159, 212.
8 Another town bearing the same name, but formerly known as al-Mamura,
exists in Morocco on the Atlantic coast at the mouth of Wadl Sabu.
4 Probably from the name of Cape Africa upon which the town of al-
Mahdiya is situated between the Gulfs of Hammamet to the north and Gabes
to the south.    Vide supra, 403 n. 2.
5 vide supra, 401-2.                        6 Khab al-l&ar, VI, 399.
7 Yaqut, Mifjam al-Buldan (ed. Wustenfeld), IV, 696; QazwInT, *Athar
al-Bilad (ed. Wustenfeld), II, 184; ibn al-Athlr, al-Kmil (ed. Tornberg),
XI, 83-5.